FOR-IN
Kick-off Conference

SHAPING INCLUSIVE CITIES TOGETHER

Kaunas 10.4.25

Yanika Wilen

MIRGAL /



MIRSAL, ARABIC SPEAKERS IN FINLAND
- FOR INTEGRATION AND EQUALITY

* Mirsal, meaning "messengers” in Arabic, serves as a
bridge between Finnish and Arabic communities.

* While focusing on Arabic speakers in Finland, it
remains inclusive to all.

* It strengthens competencies, promotes equality, and
provides a platform for integration, youth

empowerment, and feminist education.




VALUES

* Mirsal promotes gender equality, inclusivity, and open
dialogue on sensitive issues.

* It fosters unity through shared humanity, prioritizing
cooperation over competition.

* We work for community development empowering People
with Fewer Opportunities.

* By empowering marginalized voices in Finland’s democracy
and celebrating Arabic culture, Mirsal actively combats

Arabophobia and advocates for a more inclusive society.
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STRATEGIES FOR INCLUSIVE & RESILIENT COMMUNITIES

1. Community Engagement & Social Cohesion

2. Access to Essential Services & Systemic Barriers
3. Policy Innovations & Political Participation

4. Collaborative Approaches for Resilience

5. Sustainable Integration & Long-Term Impact

Conclusion: Mirsal’s 2024 Lessons for Inclusive Resilience
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CONCLUSION: MIRSAL'S 2024 WORK SHOWS

* Holistic approach: Tackles isolation, access issues, and political
exclusion.

* Big impact: 1,200+ reached; 70% started community initiatives.

* Key needs: Fund peer-led efforts, use mobile-friendly tools, and

scale international collaboration

* Call to Action:
o Fund peer-to-peer programs (e.g., Men’s Cafés).
o Prioritize multilingual, mobile-friendly civic tools.

o Scale cross-border solidarity (e.g., Erasmus+ exchanges).




THE IMPORTANCE OF LOCAL INTEGRATION INITIATIVES

* Local integration initiatives help migrants adapt and thrive by breaking language

barriers, supporting employment, and building social connections.

* Key strategies include multilingual services, access to essential resources, cultural

exchange, and civic engagement.

* These efforts benefit both migrants and society, fostering inclusion and resilience
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Thank you!

yanika.wilen@mirsal.fi /
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